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PARLIAMENT 


Aſſembled at Oxro xD. 


Of their Preecedings touching a Treaty for 
PEACE, and the Refuſall thereof; 


with the ſeverall Letters and Anſwers 
that paſſed therein. 


CHARLES R. 


9 * expreſſe Pleaſure is, That this Declaration 
of the Lords and Commons of Parliament aſ- 
ſembled at Oxford, be read by the Parſon, Vicar or 
Curate, in every Church and Chappell within Our 
Kingdom of Ex gland and Dominion of wales. 

March 19. 1 6 43. 
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pECLAKaTION 


of the Lords and Commons of Parliament 
Aſſembled at Ox o Ro of their Proceedings 
touching a Treaty for Peace, and the | 
Refuſalt thereof; Wich the ſeverall 


Letters and. Anſwers that 
| paſſed therein. 


| 5 ? F Onr moſt earneft Deſires and Endea- 

vours could have pzevailed fox a Trea- 

3D) ty, Dur Pꝛoceedings therein, without 
this Declaration. would havemanireſts 
| < 4 ed to all the Wozld the clearnelle of Our 
S/7 Jntentions fo2 the reltozing the Peace 
ok this Kingdom : but ſeeing all the 
meanes uſed by das fo2that ſe, have been rendered 
kruitleſſe. ne Hold Our Selbes bound to let Pur Coun- 
nr know, what in difcharge of Our duty to God and 

to them e on Our Parts have done ſince Our coming 
to Oxford, to pꝛebent the further effuſion of Chriſttan 


blood. and the deſolation of this Kingdom. 


Bis Ma jeſty having by His Proclamation : then 
caſion 


n 


% — W — — 


(2) 
cafionof the Invalion from Scotland, and other weigh 
reaſons, Commanded Our attendance at Oxford upon 
the 22 of January laſt, there to adviſe Yim foz the pꝛe⸗ 
ſervation ofthe Religion, Laws, and la fety ofthe King? 
dom, and to reſtoꝛe it to its toꝛmer Peace and Decurity, 
Thele Motives, with the true ſenſe of Our Countreys 
mileries, quickned Our duty to give ready obedience to 
thoſe His Royall Commands, hoping (vy Gods blef- 
ng) to have become happy Inſtruments foz ſuch good 
ends. And upon Our coming hither we applyed Our 
Selves with all diligence to adviſe of ſuch meanes as 
might molt pzobably ſettle the Peace of this Kingdom, 
(the thing mott deſired by His Majeſty and Our ſelves; 
and becauſe Me found many gracious offers of Treaty 
fo2 Peace by His Majeſty, had been rejected by the 
Lozds and Commons remaining at Weſtminſter, We 
deemed it fit to wꝛzite in Our own Names , and thereby 
make tryall , whether that might pꝛoduce anp better ef: 
kect foz accoinplithing Our delires and Our Countreys 
happinelſe. And they having (under pain of death) pꝛo⸗ 
hibited the addzeſle of any Letters oz Weſlage to Weſt⸗- 
minſter, but by their Generall, and We conceiving him 
a Perſon who ( by reaſon of their truſt repoled in him) 
had a great influence into, and power over their pꝛo⸗ 
ceedings , reſolved to recommend it to his care, and to 
engage him in that Pious moꝛk, wi.h Our earneſt de⸗ 
fire to him to repꝛelent it to thoſe that truſted him, (to 
pꝛevent all exceptions and delayz) and thereupon the 27. 
of the ſame lanuary, diſpatched a Letter away under 
the hands ol che Pꝛince his Yighnelle , the Dukie of 
Vork. and of 43 Dukes,Marqueſles, Earls, Miſcounts, 
and Barons ot the Youle of Peers, and 118. Members 


ot 


— 


(3) 
of the Youſe of Commons there pꝛeſent, (manpothers 


of Us by reaſon of: diſtance of place, ſickneſle , and im⸗ 
ployments in His Majeſties Service, and foz want of 
timely notice of the Pzoclamation of Summons not 
being then come hither: ) which Letter e cauſed to be 
incloted in a Letter from the Carl of Forth the kings 
Generall. A true Copy of which Letter krom us to the 
Earl ot Eſſex hereafter followeth, viz. 5 


: Mr ond, 
T Tls Majeſty having by His Proclamation of the 22. of 
H Decemb, (upon the occaſion of the Invaſion threatned, 
H and in part begun by ſome of His Subjects of Scotland) 
ſummon d all the Members of both Houſes of Parliament to 
attend Him here at Oxford: We whoſe names are under- 
written are here met and Aſſembled in obedience to thoſe 
His Majeſties Commands. His Majeſty was pleaſed to invite 
us in the ſaid Proclamation by theſe gracious Expreſſions; 
[That His Subjects (ſhould ſce how willing He was to receive 
advice for the preſervation of the Religion, Laws, and ſafety 
of the Kingdom, and as farre as in Him lay, to reſtore it to it's 
former Peace and ſecurity, (His chief and onely end.) from 
thoſe whom they had truſted, though he could not reccive it 
in the place where he appointed.] This moſt gracious invi- 
tation hath not onely been made good unto us, but ſeconded 
and hcightned by ſuch unqueſtionable Demonſtrations of the 
deep and Princely ſenſe which poflefſes His Royall heart of 


the miſeries and calamities of His poor Subjects in this unna- 


turall War, and of his moſt entire and paſſonare affections, 
to redeem them from that ſad and deplorable condition, by 
all wayes poſſible conſiſtent either with His Honour, or with 
op, A 3 the 
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£4) 
ute ſoftty of the Kingdom, thay, as it were imploty ta 
quot tan che fincerity of th. m, {o-were it great want of duty 
and falthfulneſſe in us, (His Majeſty having vouchſafed rg 
Deelare, That he did call us to be witneſſes of His actions, 


and privy to TK intemions,) ſhould we not teſtiſie and wir- 


neſſe1o all the World, 'the alfutatice we baue of the picty and 
fincerity'of goth; We being moſt entirely ſatisfied ofthis 


truth, We cannot bat confelle, that, amidſt out higheſſ af 


flictions, in the deep and piercing ſenſe of the preſent miſcries 
and deſolations of our Countrey, and thoſe further dangers 
threatned from Scotland, We are at length erected to ſome 


cheerfull and comfortable thoughts, that poſſibly we may yet 


(by Gods mercy, If his Juſtice have not determined this Na. 
tion, for its ſinnes, to totall ruine and dæſolation) hope to be 
happy Inſtruments of our Countries redemption, from tho 
mifcries of Warre, and reſtitution to the bleſſings of Peace. 


And We being deſirous to belecve your Lordihip ( howſo- 


ever ingaged) a perſon likely to be ſenſibly touched with 
eheſe:confiderations, have thought fir to invite you to that 
part in this bleſſed work, which is onely capable to repair all 
our mis fortuncs. and to boy up the Kingdom from tuine; 
That is, by con j uring Fou, by all che obb gations that have 


power upon Honour, Conſcienxe, or publique Piety, that 


ying to heart, as we do, the inwardly bleeding condition of 


your Countrey, and the outward more menacing deſtruction 


y aforraign Nation, upon the very point of invading it, you 


will cooperate wich us to its preſervation, by truly repteſent - 


ing to, and taithfully and induſtriouſly promoving with thoſe 


by whom you ate truſted, this following moſt ſincere and 


moſt caracſt deſire of ours; That they joyning wich us in a 
right ſenſe of the paſt, preſent, and more tlireatring calami- 


ties of ihis deplorable Kingdom, fome: tcrſons be appointed 


on 
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ho ar I 
, ute yer rde it tom e brink of delete 1351 


o rather a Paper of ſcoꝛn, in ſoꝛm of a Letter, directed 


8 ha Phac, 


This add: effe we ſhould not have made; but 1 


— ſummons by which we are met, moſt graciouſly pro- 


7 to all without exception, is evidence 
Ther FRE Me and Clemency cantranſcend all former pro- 
. „and that He hath ketondy made us witneſſes of 


His Princely Intentions, but honoured us alſo wich the name 


of being ſecurity for thera. 

God Almighty direct your Lordſhip , and thoſe to whom 
you ſhall reſent theſe our moſt reall deſires in fuch a cour̃ſt as 
may - cc that happy Peace and ſettlement of che preſtit 
Diſtraſtions, which is - gre d ary HO 
pra N e rot wo - A 

50.3167 et itt. ü } 7:57 M —4 


Boys geg. r al ia l Her v. 


{ FRI eee * andChiitts 
gw requeſt nde made in that Wetter though it wascriep 
London Streets in ſcom, as the Petition of 
the Prince, and Duke of York, fog Peace) and uwe- 
thought it would have prevailed: to have pꝛocured a 
Treaty ſoꝛ ſo Vieſſeda thing as Peace. and ſoꝛ fuchan 
end as redeeming the Kingdom from detolation : the 
onely deſire ol that Our Letter: but inſtead fun g com: 
pliance with Us in this Chꝛiſtian woꝛk of Treaty and 
Lerommedation,We received a meer frivolous Anſwer, 
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tothe Earl of Forth, whetein was incloſed a 


Patnted 
Paper, called, A; Nationall Covenant of rhe Kingdoms of 


Iglau and Seorlavd, and two other Papers in waiting, 


one called. A Declaration of both thoſe Kingdoms, and the 
other, A Declaration of the Kingdom ot Scotland; 
phiets- full ol Treaſon, Sedition and Diſlopalty, 
which being publique and needlefle-here to be — 


the Copy of the Letter herealter (olloweth, 


\ 
, 


"MY: LORD, 


Received this 477 a | Letrer py the Nine and Toeniech of 


this inſtant from your Lotdſhip, and a Parehment ſub- 

ſcribed by the Prince, Duke of Teri, and divers. other 
Lords and Gentlemen; but it neither having addreſſe to the 
to Houſes of Parliament, nor therein there being any ac» 
knowledgement of them, Icould not communicate it to them. 
My Lord, the maintenance of the Parliament of England, and 
of the Priviledges thereof, is that for which we are all reſolved 
to ſpend our blood, as being the foundation whereupon all 


our Laws and Libertics are built. I ſend your Lordſhip here- 


with, A Nitionall Covenant, ſolemnly entred into by both 
the: Kingdoms of Exgland aid Scotland; and a Doe 
paſſed by them both gether, | with another Declaration of 
the Kingdom of Scotland. I reſt”. : 


Es $ x x-houſe, 3 5 5 Your Lordſhipshumble ras 
Tas. 30. 1643. | nd 


whotre 


4 


7 
4 
* 


# © | 
© -Whoſdeverconliders this Letter, will eaſily finde it 


' wagfully underſtood to whom Ours was deſired to be 


| communicated, under the expzeſiicn of ( choſe by whom. 


their Generall was truſtedʒ) and although it be pꝛetended. 
becauſe there was no addꝛeſſe to the two Houſes of 


Parliament, noz acknowledgement of them, it could 


not be communicated to them it is notoztoully known, 
he did fo farre impart it,. that a Committee of theirs ad- 
viſed the Anſwer, and it appears by the penning, they 
all concurred in the reſolution therein mentioned; 
whereby it is evident, that this was but an excuſe 
framed to avoyd a Treaty; a what could that Pꝛinted 
Covenant, and two Declarations encloſed ſignifie, but 
to let dug know, That befoze me come to any Treaty, 
Me muſt allo jopn in that Covenant with them loꝛ the 
abſolute extirpation of Church Government here, 


(without, nay, though againſt the Kings Conſent, ) 


fubmit the Lives, Liberties, and Elſates of 03s, and 
all thoſe, who accoꝛding to their Allegiance have aſs 
ſiſted his Majeſty, to their mercy, and admit and juſti⸗ 
fie the In vaſion from Scotland, accoꝛding to the plain 
ſenſe of their Declaration: which all indiflerent men 
will think ſtrange pꝛeparatives to a Treaty foꝛ Peace, 
and after ſuch a yeelding and ſudmiſlion, ue kh ꝛow 
not what is left to Treat upon. "SY 
. Thele things are too apparent to every oꝛdinarp un⸗ 
derſtanding; and pet we were not koꝛward to appꝛe⸗ 
hend the ſcoꝛn or that Letter. o: take it foꝛ a denyall of 
g Treaty, but being ſtill ſolicitous foz that happy 
Peace, which alone could redeemthis Kingdom from 
ruine, We reſolved to try another way; and koꝛ avoyd- 
ing delay, oꝛ Ca vill about W oꝛ titles oꝛ deſcants 
upon 


'C$)) 


upon words, co toꝛbear Waiting, and humbly betought 
is Majesty to fend Pellengers with Fnltructions, 
yh. a ty toꝛ Peace: who — . — to name 


M. Richard Fanſhawe, and M. Thomas Offly, ( Gentle» 
men of tleer repute and integrity; ) and to avoid cyecr 
danger in repairing to Weſtminſter, at Our defire, 
tonimanded the Earl of Forth, His Generall, to wꝛite 


to theirs toꝛ a ſafe Conduct foꝛ thoſe two Wellengers, 


fo2 luch is Our condition at pzeſent, that a fret-bozt 
dect, tent upon the Kings Meſſage, cannot but 
with ſuch leade repaty 60 London oz Weltminſter, with 
out danger ol his Life. ) The Letter foz the ſafe Tons 


MY LORD, 
1 Cannot ſo willingly write to you in any buſineſſe us in 
chat of Peace, the endeavour thereof being the principal] 
duty of thoſe who are truſted in places of Our Commands, 
eſpecially when the Blood that is ſpilt is of perſons undet 
the ſame Allegiance, of the fame Countrey and Religion. 
His Majeſty continuing conſtant in His pious and fervent 
deſires of a happy end to theſe bloody diſtractions, I doheres 
by deſire your Lordſhip to ſend mea ſafe Conduct to and 
from Weſtminſter, for M. Richard Fayſhaw, and M. Tho: Oly, 
to be ſent by His MajeRy concerning à Treaty for Peace. 


Ireſt, | 


Your Lordſhips humble ſervant 


70 


* 


| thcPacliament. 
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Ty this was returned a Letter, direc led to the Earl 
Forth, in theſe words, viz. 


ane, 
Vu ſhew your Nobleneſſe in declaring your willing- 
5 . neſſe to write to me in any dalineſlk. as of that of 
Peace, & I joyn with you in the ſame opinion, that it ought 
tobe a principall duty of thoſe who are truſted in places of 
our Command; and therefore whenſocyer I ſhall receive 
any directions to thoſe who have intruſted me, I ſhall 
uſe my beſt indeavours; and when yon ſhall ſend for a 
ſafe Conduct far thoſe Gentlemen, mentioned in your 
Iſhall wich all cheerfulneſſe ſhew wy willingneſſe to 
furthcr any way that may produce that happineſſe, that 
all honeſt men pray for, which is a true underſtandit 

between His Majeſiy and his faithful and onely Cay lf 


Effex-houle, 19. 


Tour Lordſhips humbleſeryanc: 
ESSEX. 


'B 2 That 


( 10 Y 

Chat this doth. neither grant a lake Conduct, oz 
give any direct Ant wer to the Earl of Forths requeſt, 
every oꝛd mary exe map ſee, (and yet ſuch requeſts 
amongſt Generalls are rarely denyed) and we map 
ealily thereby diſcern how fearfull they at Weſtmin- 
ſter axe, left the pooꝛ diſtreiled people of this King: 
dom, ſhould by the advantage ofa Treaty and free 

debate of the pꝛelent diflerence, ſee how grollely they 
had been deceived and milled, and ſo obtain an end 
of their mikertes : foz otherwiſe who could have be- 
leeved, that when theſe differences aroſe and were 
continued toz want of a free Convention in Parlia- 
ment, and that a main end of the Treaty was to re» 
ſolve how We, accoꝛding to Our duty and the Tru 
repoſed in Us by Our Countreys, might with them 
freely. debate, and adviſe His Dajeſty in thoſe 
things that concerned the maintenance of Our Re- 
ligion, Parliaments, ' Pziviledges, the Kings 
Rights, and the Subjects Liberty, and Pꝛopertp, 


that this Letter ſhouldtell.3s, that the Party ne 


are to Treat withall, is the Kings oncly Councelſ, ex⸗ 
- cluding all others, not onely Our ſelves called by 

the ſame authozity to Councell as they were, bat 
His Pzivy Councell alſo, and Councell at Law; ſo 
that ne could have no p. ! 
ne ſhould firſt agree that they are the Parliament 
and the Rings onely Councell, whereby they that 
are Parties would become the onely Judges of all 
things in queftion; which would be a Submiſſion 


and nota Treaty. Fu 
Daving received theſe frivolous delayes, which 
We might have interpꝛeted abſolute demalls of any 


Treaty 


hopes of a Treaty, unleſle 


X a_ 7189 — ——_— FA 
2 > * — 


— nei ants Ladies 5. i 


was done and encloſed in a Letter fromthe Earl o 


Fd 


Treaty of Peace, We yet retolbed not to gie ober 
Our endeavours foz that which ſo much concerned 


the good of Our Countrey, and the-welfare of all 
Pꝛokelloꝛs of the true Pꝛoteſtant Religion, by Our 
humble and earneſt deſires to His Majeſtp, pze- 
vailed with Bim to wꝛite Dis Ropall Letters, and 
once moꝛe deſire a Treaty foz Peace, (though it had 
been lo often fozmerly rejected) and to avoid all co⸗ 
lour of Exception, to direct it ro the Lords and Com- 
mons of Parliament aſſembled at Weſtminſter; - whic 


Focth to their Generall. A. Copy of both: which 
Letters herealter follow. 


MY TO 3 1 
Have received your Letter of the 19. of this 
Moneth, which, according to my duty, I ſhewed 


to His Majeſty, who obſerving in it your expreſſi- 


ons concerning Peace, (that whenſoever you ſhal! 
receive any direction to thoſe that have entruſted 
you, you ſhall uſc your beſt endeavours, ) is graci · 
ouſly. pleaſed te ſend this encloſed, which ĩs de- 
ſired may be delivered according to the directions. 


Vueckedto the Ear of Eſan, fubſcribed by 
the Earl of FORT H. en 


enn 
Þ WIT ET 1 
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unwearied deſires to 


Rtent. number of fit Perſons, may be ap- 


es of Our molt tender and pions 
A /ſenſe of the ſad and bleeding conditt⸗ 
- on of this Pur Kingdom, and Our 
Apply all remedies, 


Which by the bleſfing of Aimighty God, 
map rerover it krom an utter rume; By 


the advice of the Lows and Commons 
of Parliament aſſembled at Oxford, We 
do Pꝛopound and Deſre, that a conve- 


pointed and authozized by you to meet 
with all conventent ſpeed, at Inch Place 
as pou ſhall nominate, with an equan 
number of fit Perſons, Whom We ſhall ap⸗ 
point and authoꝛtze to treat of che Wapes 
and Meanes to © fettieche pꝛeſent diſtratti⸗ 
ons ok this Our Kingdom, and to pzocure 
a happy Peace, And particularly, how 
all the Members of both Houſes, may ſe- 
(rely meet in à full and free Convention 
of Parliament, there to Treat, Conſult, 
and. Agree upon ſuch things, as may 1 
t 


mn Arr. — - — 


State. and a perfectunderſtanding betwirt 


4 — apes AE a as ** * * 


CIT - 

dute tothe maintenante and defenceof the 
| frueRefozmed pꝛoteſtant Religion; with 
; bneconſideratton to all juſt andreaſonavie 
| eale of tender Conſriences; to the ſetling 


and 1 ok Our juſt Rights and 
P2iviledges ; of the Nights and Pꝛivi⸗ 
ledges of Parliament, the Laws of the 
Land, the Liberty and P2operty of the 
Subject; and all other expedients that 
may conduce to that bleſſed endof a firm 


and laſting Peace, both in Church and 


Us and Our People, wherein no endea⸗ 
vours oz concurrency of Ours ſhall be 
wanting. And God direct pour hearts in 


the wayes ok Peace. 


Given at Our Court at Oxford, the Third 
day of March. 1 6 43. Lat 
Superſcribed 


To the Lords and Gmmons of 
Parliament Aſſembled 
at Weſtminſter. 


We 
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| Treat: But what their Intentions to 
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MY LoRD, 


J. Am Commanded Ly both Honſes i neben 8 f6 
ſend a Trampetter obey the incloſed Letter to His 
Majeſty, which I defire your N may be — ban 
by 2 fo Hi is dread Irep, 


. Ol Lordlhip borablc ſervant, 
Efſex-houſe, March E 88 E X. "a 
9. 1643. e 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


Parliament of England,taking into our con- 
ſideration a Letter ſent from Your Majeſty, dated 
the third of March, inſtant, and directed to the 
Lords and Commons of Parliament, Aſſembled ar 


Weſt- 


E, the Lords and Commons Aſſembled in ts 


a. * * 
12 


| 


1 

Weſtminſter, c which ors the Contents of a Letter 
from the Earl of Forth, unto the Lord Generall, 
the Earl of Eſſex, we conceive was intended to our 
ſelves )- Have reſolved with the concurrent advice, 
and conſent of the Commiſſioners of the King- 
dom of Scotland, to repreſent to Your Ma jelty, 1 in 
all humility and plainneſſe, as followerh. 

That, as we have uſed all means for a juſt, RY a 
ſafe Peace . ſo will we never be wanting to do our 
utmoſt for the procuring thereof: But when we 
conſider the expreſſions in that Letter of Your 
Majeſties, We have more fad, and deſpairing 
thoughts of attainingthe ſame, then ever; becaulc 
— choſe Perſons now Aſſembled at Oxford, 
who contrary to their duty have deſerted Your 


Parliament are put into an equal Condition with 


it; and this preſent Parliament Convened, ac- 
cording ro the known and Fundamentall Laws of 
the Kingdom (the continuance whereof is eſta- 
bliſhed by a Law conſented unto by Your Ma- 
jelty,) is in effect denyed to be a Bae The 


| Scope, and Intention of that Letter being to make 


proviſion how all the Members (as is pretended ) 
of both Houſes, may ſecurely meet in a full, and 
free Convention of Parliament: whereof no other 


concluſi ion can be made, but that this preſent 


2 Par- 


* 2 , what could moze 


© We now-apy 


ace, here being ſo Condeſcending from a 
ito Subjects, all inditkerent advantages left to 

both foz time and place of Treaty, and choice 
of —— to Treat: But what their Intentions to 
Peace are, will appear by their Letter encloſed in 
one krom their Generall, © the Earlof * boty 


which areas „ 


MV 10 RD, 


T Am Commanded ly both Houle f Pale, 6 te 
fend a Trampetter Av the incloſed Letter to His 
Majeſty, which I defire your — may be "mw _ 
bly fee Hs Ma. Ireſt, 


1 ky ets Your 1 ſhips bomblc ſervant, 
Efſex- houſe, March is E SS E X. 8 
9. 1643. a 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


Parliament of England,taking into our con- 
Gderation a Letter ſent from Your Majeſty, dated 
the third of March, inſtant, and directed to the 
Lords and Commons of Parliament, Aſlembled ar 


Weſt- 


have been pony Vis. Dajeky, 02 Us, in 92dex to 


E, the Lords and Commons Afſembledi in the | 
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E 
Weſtminſter , ('which LE: Contents of a Letter 
from the Earl of Forth, unto the Lord Generall, 
the Earl of Eſſex, we conceive was intended to our 
ſelves ) Have reſolved with the concurrent advice, 
and conſent of the Commiſſioners of the King- 
dom of Scotland, to repreſent to Your Majelty, in 
all humility and plainneſle, as followerh. - 
| That, as we have uſed all means for a juſt, and a 
ſafe Peace; ſo will we never be wanting to do our 
utmoſt for the procuring thereof: But when we 
conſider the expreſſions in that Letter of Your 
Majeſtics, We have more fad, and deſpairing 
thoughts of attainingthe ſame, then ever; becaulc 
hes. thoſe Perſons now Aſſembled at Oxford, 
who contrary to their duty have deſerted Your 


Parliament are put into an equall Condition with 


it; and this preſent Parliament Convened, ac- 
cording to the known and Fundamentall Laws of 
the Kingdom (the continuance whereof is eſta- 
bliſhed by a Law conſented unto by Your Ma- 
jeſty,) is in effect denyed to be a Parlament; The 


| Scope, and Intention of that Letter being to make 


proviſion how all the Members (as is pretended ) 
of both Houſes, may ſecurely meet in a full, and 
freeConvention of Parliament: whereof no other 


concluſion can be made, but that this preſent 
bee Fer 50 ON 8 
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Parliament is not a full nor free convention; And 
that to make it a full. and free Convention of Par- 
liament, the preſence of thoſe is Neceſſary; who, 
notwithſtanding that they have deſerted that great 
Truſt, and do Levy War againſt the Parliament, are 


pretended to be Members of the two Houſes of 
Parliament. : OY 
And bereupon we think our ſelves bound to let 
Your Majeſty know, That ſeeing the continuance 
of this Parliament is ſetled by a Law ( which as all 
other Laws of Your Kingdoms, Your Majeſty 
hath {worn to maintain, as we are ſworn to our 
Allegiance to Your Majeſty, ( theſe Obligations 
being reciprocall,) we muſtin duty, and accord. 
ingly, are reſolved with our Lives and Fortunes, 
to defend and preſerve the Iuſt Rights, and full 
Power of this Parliament: And do beſcech Your 
Majeſty to be aſſured, That Your Majeſties Roy- 
all, and hearty Concurrence with us herein, will 
bethe moſt effectuall, and ready means of pro- 
curing a firm and laſting Peace, in all Your Ma- 
jelties Dominions, and of begetting a perfect un- 
derſtanding between Your Majefty, and Your 
People; without which Your Majeſties moſt car- 
neſt Profeſſions, and our moſt reall Intentions 
concerning the ſame, muſt neceſſarily be fruſt * 


(7) 


And in cafe Your Majeſties three , poi 
ſhould, by reaſon thereof, remain in this ſad and 
bleeding Condition, tending, by the continuance 
of this unnaturall War, to their Ruine; Your 
Majeſty cannot be the leaſt, nor the laſt ſufferer. 
God in his goodneſſe incline your Royall Breaſt, 
out of pitty and compaſſion to thoſe deep ſuffer- 
ings of Your Innocent People, to put a ſpecdy,and 
happy Iſſue to theſe deſperate Evills, by the joynt 
advice of both Your Kingdoms, now happily 
united in this Cauſe , by their late ſolemn League 
and Covenant. Which as it will prove che ſureſt 
remedy ;{o is it the carneſt Prayer of Your Ma- 
jeſties Loyall Subjects, the Lords and Commons Aſ- 
ſembled in the Parliament of Exgland. 


neſtminſter the -.. . Greyof marke, Speaker of the 
of March 1643. Houle of Peers in Parliament, 
5 . pro tempore. 


William Lenthall Speaker of the 
1 Commons-Houſe in Parliament. 
Wholoever 


| er conſiders that this ſhould be a Letter 
from Subjects, might well thinke it very unbefeem- 
ing language in them, to call Bis Majeſttes earnelt 
endeavours ſoꝛ Peace, but Profeſhone, and their owry 
keigned pzetence, moſt reall Intentions, but much moꝛe 
bi- Ne rer that His Majeſty cannot be the. 
kaſt ot laſt Sufferer; which expꝛellions from Sub⸗ 
ects in Arms to rr „What dangerous 

1 2 con- 


| ( 48) * 
conſtructton they may admit, we are unwilling to 


mentlon. 


But we need not wonder at the manner of their 
expꝛeſliong, when we ſee in this Letter the Parlia 
ment it ſelf, as farre as in them lieg, deſtroped, and 
thole who here ſtile themſelves, The Lozds and 
Commons allembled in the Parliament of England, 
not to reſolve vpon their Anſwer to their King, with: 
out the concurrent advice and conſent of the Com⸗ 
millioners, as thep call them, of the Kingdom of 
VVV te inns ines Dy 
Ik chey had onely taken the advice ol the Scottich 
Commiſtioners, they had bzoken the Fundamentall 
Conſtitution of Parliament; the very Wits of 
Summons, the Foundation of all power in Parlia⸗ 
ment, being in expꝛeſſe termes foꝛ the Lozdsto treat 
and advile with the King and the Peers of the King⸗ 
dom ol England, and foz the Commons to do and con⸗ 
ſent to thole things, which by that Common ⸗Coun⸗ 
cell of England ſhould be ozdained, thereby excluding 
But their League, it ſeems, is gone further; the 
Scots nuiſt conſent as well as advile, ſo that they 
ave gotten à negative voice, and they, who in the 
fozmer Letter would be the Kings onely Councell, 
ave now become no Councell without the Scottich 
Commilltoners : the truth 1s, they have (belides the 
ſolemn League and Covenant with the Scots. 
(which their Letter mentions) a ſtrange and trai⸗ 
terous pꝛetumption foz Subjects to make a Cave⸗ 
nant and League with Subjects ol another King- 
dom without their Pꝛince,) made pꝛivate bargams 
with the Scots touching our Eſtates, anda pzivate 
32 7 1 25 9 Y agreement. 
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agreement, not to Treat without their conſent, as 
ſome of themſelves being afraid of a Treaty, openly 


declared to the Common⸗Councell ot London; and 


thereloꝛe tis no wonder, that being touched to the 
quick, with the appꝛehenſton that they are not, noꝛ 
can be in this condition, a full and free Convention 
ol Parliament. T 
truſt, and would have tag lo be no Members ol the 
Parliament. They may remember it was our want 
ol freedom within, and the ſeditious Tumulte 


hey charge Us with deſertingOur 


without, their many multiplied Treaſons there, and 


impoſing Traiterous Oathes, which infozced our 
abſence : but concerning that and the want of free- 


dom in Parliament, we chall ſay no moze here, (that 


being the ſubject ol another Declaration) onely we 
with them to. conſider by what fundamentall Laws 
ofthe Kingdom-(which they have lately wzeftedto 
ſerve all turns) they can exclude us from our Uotes 
in Parliament, who were duly ſummoned, choſen, 

and returned Members ol Parliament, and take in 
thoſe ol another Kingdom to their reſolutions, who 
are not dound by our Laws. 


But what violation ſoe ver they make ol the Laws, ; 
they are fozward to put the King in minde of Yis 


Duty; and thereloꝛe tell Him, That He is ſwoznto 


maintain the Laws, as they are ſwozn to their Al⸗ 
legiance to Him, theſe obligations being recipꝛocall; 
ib is true in ſome lenle, that the oath ol the Ring and 
Supjects is recipꝛocall, that is, each is bound to 
perfozm what they ſwear, the King as well as the 


Subjects; but he that will well weigh their Let- 


ter, and make one part have connexion with the o⸗ 
ther. 5 and en that part of their Covenant, 
| C3 whereby 


conſtruction they may admit, we are unwilling to 
But we need not wonder at the manner of their 
expꝛelliong, when we ſee in this Letter the Parlia: 
ment it ſelt, as farre as in them lies, deſtroped, and 
thole who here ſtile themſelves, The Loꝛds and 
Commons allembled in the Parliament of England, 
not to reſolve vpon their Anſwer to their King, with: 
out the concurrent advice and conſent of the Com⸗ 
millioners , as they call them, of the Kingdom of 
Scotland. TY | | 

Ik chey hadonely taken the advice ofthe Scottich 
Conmniſitoners, they had bzoken the Fundamentall 
Conſtitution of Parliament; the very Waits of 
Summons, the Foundation of all power in Parlia⸗ 
ment; being in expeelle termes fo2 the Lozds to treat 
and advile with the King and the Peers of the King: 


dom ol England, and foꝛ the Commons to do and con⸗ 


ſent to thole things, which by that Common ⸗Coun⸗ 
cell of England ſhould be oꝛdained, thereby excluding 
But their League, it ſeems, is gone further; the 
Scots nult conſent as well as advile, ſo that they 
have gotten anegative voice, and they, who in the 
fozmer Letter would be the Kings onely Councell, 
are now become no Councell without the Scottiſh 
Commiſſioners : the truth is. they have (belides the 
ſolemn. League and Covenant with the Scots. 
(which their Letter mentions) a ſtrange and trai⸗ 
terous pꝛetumption foꝛ Subjects to make a Cove- 
nant and League with Subjects ot another King- 
dom without their Pꝛince,) made private bargains 
with the Scots touching our Eſtates, anda pꝛivate 
. | agreement, 


agreement, not to Treat without their conſent, as 
ſome of themſelves being afraid of a Treaty, openly 
declared to the Common-Councell ot London; and 
thereloꝛe tis no wonder, that being touched to the 
quick, with the appꝛehenſion that they are not, noꝛ 
can be in this condition, a full and free Convention 
ol Parliament. They charge Us with deſerting Our 
Parliament. They may remember it was our want 
of freedom within, and the ſedittous Tumults 
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without, their many multiplied Treaſons there, and 


impoling Traiterous Dathes, which infozced our 
ablence : but concerning that and the want of free- 


dom in Parliament, we hall ſay no moze here, (that 


being the ſubject of another Declaration.) onely we 
with them to conſider by what fundamentall Laws 
ofthe Kingdom (which they have lately wzefted to 


ſerve all turns) they can exclude Us from our Uotes 
in Parliament. who were duly ſummoned, choſen, 


aͤnd returned Members ol Parliament, and take in 
thoſe of another Kingdom to their reſolutions, who 
are not dound by our Laws. 


But what violation ſoever they make of the Laws, 
they are fozward to put the King in minde of His 
Duty; and therefoze tell Him, That Ye is \wozn to 
maintain the Laws, as they are ſwozn to their Al⸗ 
legiance to Him, theſe obligations being recipzocall; 
ibis true in ſome ſenle, that the oath ol the king and 
Subjects is recipꝛocall, that is, each is bound to 
perfozm what they ſwear, the King as well as the 
Subjects; but he that will well weigh their Let⸗ 
ter, and make one part have connexion with the o⸗ 
ther, and examine that part of their Covenant, 
N C3 whereby 
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whereby they wear they will defend the Kings per⸗ 
fon and Authority (no further oꝛ otherwile then) in 
pꝛeſervation of their Religion and Liberties, may 
eaſily inde another Conſtruction.via. That the Sub⸗ 
jects Allegiance is no longer due then the King per⸗ 
koꝛrig his Duty, nay, no longer then He in their opi⸗ 
nion obſerves his Duty , whereof they themſelves 
- muff#be Judges; and ik Ye faile in his Duty, they 
may take up Arms against Him; a pꝛincipie which 
as it 1s utterly deſtructive to all Government, lo we 
beleeve, they themſelves dare not plainly avow it. 
leſt as they now make uſe of it againſt the King ſo 
the People finding their fatler of Duty. and bzeach of 
Truſt,ſhouldhereatter pꝛactiſe it by taking up Arme 
agarnſt them, and fo ſhake off that yoke of tyrannie 
impoſed by their fellow abjects, which lies ſo hea⸗ 
ute upon them. Jt were well, as they ſtill pꝛelle upon 
the Ring maintenance ofthe Laws, they would allo 
know that their obligation to oblerve the ſa:me is re⸗ 
cipꝛocall, and while they here reſolve to delend and 
pꝛeſerve che kull power of this Parliament, (which 
in their ſenſe can be no other then the power they 
have exerciled this Parliament) they would take no⸗ 
tice , that they are therein lo karre from obſervation 
of the Laws , that they deſperately reſolve an utter 
fubverſion of them; foꝛ what can mozetend to the 
deſtructionof the Laws, then to uſlurp a power to 
themſelves without the King, and againſt his will 
to raiſe Arms, to attribute to their Oꝛders oz pꝛe⸗ 
tended O:dmances, the power of Laws and Sta⸗ 
tutes, to infoxce Contributions, Loans, and Taxes 
drk all ſoꝛts from the Subject, to impꝛiſon without 
"cauſe ſhewed, and then pꝛohibit Waits of Habcas Cor- 
. TY pus 
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pus foꝛ their enlargement, to lay Exciſes upon all 
Commodities, to command and diſpoſe of the Lives 
and Eſtates of the free-bozn Subjects of this King- 
dom at their pleaſure, to impoſe Tonnage and 
Poundage, contrary to the Law declared in the late 
Act koꝛ Tonnage and Poundage, and all this done 
and juſtified, as by a legall civill power founded and 
inherent in them? all which aremamitfeſt bzeaches 
ol the Petition ol Right and Magna Charta, the great 
Evidence ofthe Liberties of England; which Charter 
by expzeſle woꝛds binds them aud us, though allem 
bled in Parliament, as well as the King, and 
though it be not now, as heretofoze it hath been. 
taken by ſolemn Oath on the Peoples part as well 
as on the Kings, noꝛ a curſe as heretofoze pꝛo- 
nounced on the violaters, yet they having taken a 
Pꝛoteſtation to maintain the Laws, and the Liber- 
ties, and Pꝛoperties of the Subject, and incluſively 
that Charter, let them take heed whileſt they make 
ule of this their pꝛetended Power to the deſtruction 
of the Law.lefl a curſe fall upon them and upon their 
poſterity. God knoweth, and it is too certain a truth, 
that Our ſelves and many other good Subjects in 
this Kingdom. even under the power ol the Rings 
Army, have ſuffered exceedingly in Liberty and 
Eſtates during this pzeſent Rebellion, by many 
heavy charges; the ſad conſideration whereof makes 
our hearts bleed, becauſe we can ſee no way fo2 res 
lief, ſolong as this unnaturall Rebellion continues: 
but as thele things were firſt pꝛactiſed by them, and 
thereby neceſſitated upon the Kings Army; ſo it was 
never yet pꝛetended that they were done by vertue of 
a Law, but either by conſent, oꝛ by the unhappy and 

un. 
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unavoydable exigences of ar, and to expire with 
the pꝛeſent Rebellion, which God in mercy haſten. 
Foz our parts we have the inward comtoꝛt of our 
own conſciences, witneſſing with us, thot we have 
impꝛoved all 4 —— and advantages foz the 
reſto2ing ot this Kingdom to its loꝛmer Peace; and 
we mult witnelle foz His Majeſty his molt hearty de⸗ 
ſires thereof: and though both His Majeſty and our 
endeavours therein have been made fruſtrate, yet 
God in his great goodnelle hath raiſed up our ſpirits, 
not to deſert our Religion, our King, our Laws,our 
Lives, the Liberties. of us Englich free⸗boꝛn Sub- 
jects,and by Gods afliſtance and His Dajeſties con- 
currence, we do reſolve to unite our ſelves as one 
mm, and cheerkully adventure gur Lives and Eſtatg 
foz the maintenance and defence of the true Reloꝛm⸗ 
ed pꝛoteſtant Religion of the Church of England, ( of 
which we pzofeſle.our ſelves to be, ) foꝛ the delence of 
the Kings Perſon and Rights ol his Crown, fozthe 
regaining and maintaining the Rights and Pꝛivi⸗ 
ledges ol Parliament, and the Liberty of the Sub- 
jects perſon and Pꝛoperty of his Eſtate, accozding to 
the known Laws of the Land, to repellthoſe of the 
Scottich Nation, that have in a warlike manner en⸗ 


tred this Realm, and to reduce the Subjects there- 


of, now in Rebellion. to the Kings obedience: and we 
doubt not but the ſame God will enlighten the eres 
of the pooꝛ deceived People of this Land, like true 
hearted honeſt Engliſh-men, to joyn unanimouſly 
with us in ſo juſt and pious a woꝛk. And the God of 
Heaven pꝛoſper us. accoꝛding to the goodnelle of the 
Cauſe We have in han i | 
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esse sees 


The Names of the Lords and Com- 


mons of Parliament Aſſembled at Oxford, who 
did. ſubſcribe the Letter to the Earl of 
' , Effex, dated January 29. 1 643. 


HAAL ES. P. E. Newport. 


„„ _ Portland. 
CuMBERLAND. | 

Ed. Littleton C. 8s. V. Conway. 

Fra, Coitington. I. Digby. Fes | 
D. Richmond. | Fs I. Moubray & Mattravers. j 
M. Hertford. L. Wentworth. - | 
E. Lindſey. L. Cromwell. 

E. Dorſet. pode ) 
E. Shrewſbury. * | 
E, Bath. I. Chandoys. ü 
E. Southampton. I.. Howard f Charltan. f 
E. Leicelter, -- -- L. Lovelace. 4 
E. Northampton. L. Savile. ts | 
E. Devonſhire. I. Mohun. 
E. Carlile. I. Dunſmore, 

E. Briſtoll. | L. Seymore. 

E. Barkſhire, 1 N 
eee  -L- Willmott, | | 

E. Rivers. „ 8 
E. Dove © L. Hatton. ; 
E. Peterborough. L. Jermin. | 
E. Kingſton. | L. Carrington. | 
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Ohn Fettiplace. 
Alex. Denton. 
John Packington. 
Tho. Smith. 
F. Gamul. 
Jo. Harris. 
Joſeph Jane. 
Ric. Edgccombe. 
Jonathan — 
G. Fane. | 
P. Edgecombe, 


Will. Glanvill. 


Ro, Holborn. 
Ra. Sydenham. 
Fr. Godolphin. 
Geo. Parry. 
Amb. M inaton. 
Ri. Vyvyan. 

Jo. Polcwheile. 
John Arundell. 
Tho. Lower. 
Edw. Hide. 
Will. Alleſtree. 
Geo. Stonchouſe. 
Ed. Seymour. 
Peter Sainthill. 
Will. Poole. 
Roger Mathew. 


Ri. Arundcll. 


Ro. Walker. 
Giles Strangwaies. 


John Strangwaics. 
Tho. Hcle. 


( 24 ) 

Ger. Naper. 
Sam. Turner. 
Will. Conſtantine. 
Hen. Killigrew, 
Ri. King. 
John Dutton. 
Hen Bret. 
Will. Chad well. 
Theobald Gorges. 
John George. 
Tho. Fange, 
Humf. 
Ri. Seaborn. 
Arth. Ranclaugh. 
Tho. Tomkins. 
Sampſon Evers. 
John Culpeper. 
Jeffrey Palmer. 
John Harriſon. 

Tho. Fanſhaw. 
Rog. Palmer. 
Orlando Bridgman, 
Will. Watkins. 
John Smith. 
Tho. Bludder. 
Ed. Littleton, 
Harvy Bagot. 
Ri. Leveſon. 
Ri. Cave. 
Ri. Weſton. 
Ri. Lee. 

Tho. Whitmore. 
Ed. Acton. 


C. Baldwin. 
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C. Baldwin. 

R. Goodwin, 
Tho. Howard, 
Tho. Littleton, 
Ro. Howard, 
John Meux, 
Matthew Davis, 
E. Cornwallis, 
Tho. Jermyn, 
John Tayler, 
William Baſſet, 
William Portman, 
Edw. Rodney, 
Tho. Hanham, 
Ed. Phelipps, 
John Digby, 

Ed. Kirton. 
Chriſt. Leuknor, 
Edw. Alford, 
John White, 
JohnaAſhburnham, 
Will. Smith, 
Tho. Leeds, 

J. Thynne, 

W. Pleydell, 

Ro. Hide, 
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Ed. Griffin. 


Walter Smith, 
Geo. Lowe, 
Ric. Harding. 
Hen. Herbert, 


End. Porter, 


Sam. Sandys, 


John Bodvill, 


Will. Morgan, 
Will. Thomas 
Jo. Moſtyn, 

Hen. Bellaſis, 
Geo. Wentworth. 


Will. Malory, 


Ri. Aldburgh, 
John Salisbury, 
Will. Herbert, 
william Price, 
John Price, 

R. Herbert, 
Cha. Price, 
Phil. warwick, 
Tho, Cooke, 
Rob. Crooks, 
Hetb. Price, 
John hiſtler, 


Theſe 


( 26 ) 

T3 Peers following, being diſabled by ſeverall 
| accidents to appear fooner, have ſince attended the 
Service and concurred with ns: | 


Viſcount Cambien, Lord Cell, 
Lord Aburgavenny, Lord Newport, 
Lord eAranacll, 


Peers imployed in His Majeſties Service, or 
abſent with leave. 


Marqueſſe oſucbeſter, L. Evers, 


Marqueſfc of Worceſter, L. Daincoart, 
Marqucſſe of New-caftle, L. Pawlet, l 
Earl of Darby, L. Brudzell, 
Earl of Hunting, [.. Poweſſe, 
Earl of Clare, L. Her bert of Cherbury, 
EFarl of Aarleborougùj, I.. Hopton, | 
V. Falkonbridge, L. Loughborough. 
L. Morley, L. Byron, 
L. Darcy and Caniers. L- Vaughan, 
L. Sturton. L.. Hitherington, 
Peers abſent in the parts beyond the Seas. 


Earl of Arundel, L. Coventry. 
Earl of St. Albans, | L. Goring, 
L. Viſcount Mountague, L. Craven of Hamſted. 
. L. Viſcount Stafford. L. Craven of Ryton, 
L. Stauſiop. 


Peers 
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"Rear Ra 
Les Mountague of Boughton. 


Whoever views theſe numbers, and conſiders how 
many Peers are at this time under age, will quickly know, 
who and how many are privy or conſenting to the Coun- 
ſells at yrſtmiuſter. , 


FT Heſe Members following, being diſabled by ſeverall 
accidents to appear ſooner, have fince attended the 
Service, and concurred with us, | 


Peter Venables, ger vaſe Hollis, 
Sir John Pamlet, Sir Patritius Curwen, 
Edward Bagſbam, Sir Henry Bellingham, 
Sir Jahn Burlaſey, Sir George Dalſton, 
Fran: is Newport, Sir Thomas Sandford, 
eAnthony Hunger ford, Sir Milliam Dalſlon, 
Jahn Ruſſell, | Michaeli wharton, 
Thomas Chichley, Sir Robert Hatton, 
Earl of Cork., Pames Scadamore, 
Sir Gerwaſe Cliſton, Sir John Brooke, 
Sir Guy Palmes, Sir John Stepney, 
Nobert Sutton, | 


_  Imployed in His Majifties Service, or abſent wich 
leave, or by Sickneſſe. 


Sir ehe Pennick, Walter Kyrle, 
Hugh Potter, william Stanhop, 
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Sir William Curnaly, Lord Mansfeild, 
Sir Thomas Danby, Thomas Heblethwayte, 
Tohn Fennick, Sir Hugh (holmely, 
Ralph Sweade, Sir George Wentworth, 
Sir william Ogle, Sir Walter LLoyd, 

Sir Thomas Iermyne Sir Henry Vaughan, 
Sir Sohn Stowell, Francis LLoyd, 

Sir Robert Strickland, IohnVaughan, 

Sir Philip Muſgrave, Rechard Ferrers, 
John Cowcher, © George Hartnoll, 
Tohn Coventry, Sir william Yall, 
Sir Henry Slmgescby, . Robert Hunt, 

Sir John Malory, Thomas May, 

lohn Bellafis, Sir Thomas Bowyer, 
Sir Thomas Ingram, Sir Tho, Roe, 


W hoever now-conliders how many have retired them- 
ſelves into ſeverall Counties, and ſo are abſent from Meſt- 
minſter, and yet cannot through the danger of Travelling 
be preſent at Oxford; bow many have withdrawn them- 
ſelves into the parts beyond the Scas; how many of their 
own principall Inſtruments are Voted out of the Houſe by 
themſclves, as Sir John Hotham and his Sonne, Sir Alex- 
ander Carew, M. Martin, M. Fiennes, and many others; 
and how many now are Impriſoned by them; how many 
Members from the beginning have bcen factiouſly kept 


from the Houſe upon queſtions of Election; and how 


many without any Colour, ate kept in, by not ſuffering 


their Elections to be reported; and that there are Thirty 


five Members dead, into whoſe Rooms no new Perſons 
are choſen; how many ſince are become Barons by deſcent 
or Creation, will eaſily conclude how ſmall the number is 


. which remains, and of thoſc how few in truth have right 
to lit there. 


FINIS. 


